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https://www.polaris-meiji.org
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* https://www.scientificamerican.com/citizen-science/

You don't need an advanced
degree in physics or biology
to participate in scientific
research, just a curiosity
about the world around you
and an interest in
observing, measuring and
reporting what you hear
and see. The Internet makes
it easy these days to take

part as an amateur in
sophisticated science
projects around the world, and now Scientific American is making it

initiative.

PROJECT DETAILS

PRINCIPAL SCIENTIST: Peter Kohler, founder and director of The
Plastic Tide

SCIENTIST AFFILIATION: The Scientific Exploration Society and the
Royal Geographical Society

DATES: Ongoing

PROJECT TYPE: Data Processing

COST: Free

GRADE LEVEL: All Ages

TIME COMMITMENT: Variable

HOW TO JOIN:

REGISTER AT THE ZOONIVERSE WEB SITE. THEN USE
YOUR COMPUTER OR MOBILE DEVICE TO ANALYZE
IMAGES IN THE PLASTIC TIDE’S DATABASE FOR
PLASTICS AND LITTER. TAG EACH PIECE OF PLASTIC
YOU SPOT BY DRAWING A RECTANGLE AROUND IT ON
YOUR SCREEN AND IDENTIFY IT AS FRAGMENTS,
FISHING LINE, DRINK BOTTLES OR SOME OTHER TYPE
OF PLASTIC WASTE. 7
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